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"A Punjabi Phonetic Reader"
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Abstract.

In this article I have discussed the folk stories of
Punjab which were included in “A Punjabi Phonetic
Reader “written by Thomas Grahame Bailey .This
book was published during the British period in the
Indo-Pak subcontinent. Apparently, this was written to
intend to teach Punjabi language to British officers
and missionaries who had come to the region, and to
familiarize them with the culture and social
environment of Punjab and the purpose was to equip
them with linguistic and cultural knowledge so that
they could administer the region more effectively. In
this article, we have deeply analyzed the text and
transliterated these stories into Punjabi Persian
(shahmukhi) from Roman script.

Keywords: Thomas Grahame Bailey, A Punjabi
Phonetic Reader, Punjabi Folk Tales, Shahmukhi and
Roman Script, Folk literature, Punjabi Language,

British Colonial period , education and knowledge
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Mr. Grahame Bailey’s unique qualifications for
writing such a reader as the present are well known to
most of those interested in the Punjabi language. But
for the benefit of those who may not already have
heard of his work it may be mentioned that he is one
of those very rare Englishmen who can speak an
Indian language exactly like a native. And that he is
the author of the Northern Punjabi translation of the
New Testament and joint author of the only existing
Northern Punjabi grammar.
Testimony as to the accuracy of Mr. Bailey’s work is
therefore needless. It may, however, interest readers to
know that I had an opportunity, when in Lahore in
January 1913, of testing one of his phonetic texts with
some native panjabies: the text was pronounced by
them to be absolutely correct, and they expressed
great astonishment when they learned that it had been

prepared by an Englishman.(l)
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